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Background  

Microfinance is being practiced as a major strategy for poverty alleviation and women empowerment . 

During last 10 years, microFinance sector has been growing at more than 20% annual growth.  

Considering the focus of government on financial inclusion, the sector is expected to grow further in 

times to come. Especially the community based microFinance (SHG and SHG Federations) and rural 

livelihood sector are expected to be in centre stage.  

Government has launched the National Rural Livelihood mission (NRLM) in country to provide greater 

focus and momentum for poverty reduction and empowerment of marginalised people. The mission will 

succeed only if there is sufficient skilled human resource who can passionately work with poor.  

 A large pool of capable human resource is required to take these 

initiatives at grass root but it proved great challenges to get thousand of 

trained grass root workers. It is with the above realization Centre for 

micro Finance (CmF), Jaipur has taken an effort to prepare the required 

skilled human resource by pioneering a Certificate Course on 

Community based Micro Finance and Rural Livelihood.  

 

About the course 

The Certificate course in “Community based Microfinance and 

Rural Livelihood” is designed to develop human resources for 

rural development programs. The course focuses on building a 

strong knowledge base of the students, on equipping them with 

the necessary skills required for successfully working with 

community and trains students to deliver the results against all 

odds in the field.  It also infuses necessary skills to build, promote and manage community institutions, 

microfinance activities and rural livelihood activities. The course curriculum includes field internship 

which gives students opportunity to work with rural community for improving livelihood through 

community based micro finance programs.  
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The program builds on the belief that to reduce poverty, access to financial services and promotion of 

livelihood activities through community based institution is critical. The course emphasizes on saving-

led, member owned microfinance models. The course will be conducted at Jaipur, Rajasthan. It will be 

delivered through two months class room session and two months field internship in a renowned NGO 

or development agency. 

 

This is also providing job opportunities to graduate and unemployed rural youths near to their town 

level since 2008. Four batches of the certificate course have been conducted since then and every 

student got placement in NGOs, MFIs and bank. The course has also been redesigned to develop skill for 

NRLM and the duration of the course reduced to four months to make it affordable by the poor 

students. 

 

What the course offers to students 

 Understand the context of development and learn about extent of poverty 

 Learn perspective of community based microfinance 

 Develop skill to build, promote and nurture community institutions and community based 

microfinance initiatives 

 Learn methodologies and strategies to enhance and promote rural livelihood  

 Develop program management skills  

 

What the course offers to organization working on microfinance and livelihood 

 Strengthening organization’s existing manpower by sponsoring staff for the course  

 Identify talented and promising professionals during students’ internship  with the organization 

 Recruit trained rural development professionals for upcoming projects 

 Development projects like NRLM, state livelihood promotion projects can get trained rural 

professional to work at grass root. 

 

Eligibility criteria for the course 

One of the following two criterions must be fulfilled:  

1. Any graduate from any UGC approved university with minimum 50 % marks. This is relaxed 

down to 45%, in the case of women candidates to encourage them. 
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2. A  12th pass development professional with 2 yrs experience in NGO/MFI and development 

projects 

 

Selection Procedure 

Admission will be through entrance test and personal interview. The entrance test will be conducted at 

Jodhpur, Jaipur, Dungarpur, Alwar and Ajmer. 

 

Course Modules 

 S. N. Course Modules  Details 

1 Development orientation  What is poverty, Dimension of poverty, Reason of poverty, Major 

development agencies and their contribution, their structure, 

Major development Schemes- NRLM, RRLP and MPOWER, Gender 

issue in development 

2 Participatory tools and 

techniques for social 

analysis 

Structure of society, Identification of poor and Methods, PRA 

tools : Social mapping, Resource mapping, Chappati diagram 

Wealth ranking 

3 Models for microfinance 

delivery 

What is microfinance, Principal of community based 

microfinance, Financial needs of poor, Need of microfinance, 

guidelines, Different models of microfinance delivery, SHG- 

norms, quality indicators, Self grading, Bank Linkages: Need and 

Process, Risk Mitigation: How, social security 

4 Promotion and 

management of people’s 

institution 

Needs and forms of people's institutions, Objectives and 

functions of Institutions, Leadership development  in institutions, 

Statuary requirements- bye-laws etc 

5 Basic of SHG accounting  Accounting principles, Types of accounts 

6 Management 

Information System for 

SHG 

What is MIS, format of MIS, Audit of SHG, MIS Sakh Darpan, Basic 

Computer and internet knowledge 

7 Design and delivery of 

SHG trainings 

Adult learning, Design of training program, Trainings for SHGs- 

Visioning, Financial literacy, Credit assessment, etc.) 

8 Rural livelihoods What is livelihood, Challenges and risk in livelihood, Major 
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planning livelihood sectors 

9 Personality development Team building, Communication and understanding others, 

Responsibilities of development professionals 

10 Field internship In NGO and MFIs 

   

 

Course structure & fee 

 

 Two months interactive class sessions 

 Two months field practice with renowned NGO and MFI  

 Course fee is Rs. 15,000 for de-scholar and Rs. 30,000 for 

hostler. Expenses during field internship are to be borne by 

student.  

 

 

Course Schedule and important dates 

The course will be conducted from February 2012 to May 2012. Important dates are: 

Last date of issue of application form 29th December 2011 

Date of entrance examination and interview 30th December 2011 

Declaration of list of qualified candidates 2nd January 2012 

Last date to deposit fee  15th January 2012 

Session starts 1st February 2012 

Field work April-May 2012 

Placement week 4-9th  June 2012 

Convocation 11th June 2012 

 

Placement 

In previous four batches of the course, all students got placements in various organizations such as 

BASIX, SRIJAN, Ajivika Beureau, CULP, GSVS, Sir Sayed Trust, IBTADA, NEEDS, Bhoruka Charitable Trust 

(BCT), Saheli SAMITI (Dausa), Mimo finance, Grameen Development Services (GDS), SURE, SR Society, 

NavJeevan, Lupin Foundation, PROGRESS, HDFC bank etc. 
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Faculty   

The course faculty comprises of eminent persons and experts in the 

sector. The panel of faculty includes: Dr. Sharda Jain,; Dr. Anita 

Mathur, Development expert; 

Mr. Devilal Vyas, PEDO, Mr. 

Rajesh Singhi,; Mr. Sanjeev 

Kumar, Ex- Associate Professor, 

EDI Lucknow, Mr. Jaipal, CmF Jaipur, Mr. Sourav Roy, Ms Zaibul 

Nisa, Ms Vijaya etc.  All the students will do internship in renowned 

NGOs, MFI and government supported programs. 

 

Infrastructure 

The course is likely to be conducted in the campus of IIHMR, 

Jaipur. The Campus is multi-storied building designed very 

carefully. The campus is a modern institutional complex consisting 

of air-conditioned lecture theatres, library, computer centre, 

parking space etc. CmF will arrange hostel facilities for candidates 

from out of Jaipur.  

 

 

About CmF 

Centre for microFinance (CmF), Jaipur is an autonomous organization registered under the Rajasthan 

Societies Act, 1958 in February 2007. It came into existence in 2005 in response to the need for an 

agency to guide the growth of microfinance and particularly, community-based microfinance in 

Rajasthan. CmF directly takes action only in gaps where players neither exist nor can be catalyzed. CmF 

is working for increasing the outreach of microfinance, quality improvement of SHG’s and to build 

conducive policy environment for microfinance. CmF works as knowledge hub, Idea incubation, 

Networking and Collaboration and it is also a learning ground. 
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“Alumni Speaks……..”  

 

“I am coming from a very middle class family. During my graduation days, I was clueless 

about my future. I was very confused that after graduation, what suppose to do. When I 

came to know about CmF’s certificate course, I joined this course but still I was not sure 

about course and its relevance in my future. But all class room sessions and field 

internship were very fruitful for understanding the small things of this sector. All 20 

students of the batch got good jobs in NGOs, MFIs and Banks. I am very much thankful to CmF for 

changing my life. I am very proud to be a student of very first batch of this certificate course.” Preveen 

Singh Rajawat – 1st batch, works at Ujjivan Financial Services, Jaipur.   

 

“My life has changed after doing this course and now I have many opportunities. This course gave me a 
direction towards a sustainable livelihood for changing my family’s life. In the present 
scenario, Microfinance sector is the emerging sector and this course is very useful for 
whom who wants to give meaningful contribution in this sector.” Anil – 1st batch, 
working at Rajasthan Shram Sarathi, Udaipur 

 

“Thru this course, I am on the way of achieving my life’s target. After this I am getting a 
good salary and my economic condition has been improved. The course provides an 
excellent opportunity for participants to establish livelihood options.”  Umesh – 2nd batch, 
associated with Action for Community Empowerment, Udaipur as an Area Manager.   

 

 

“The course provided me an opportunity to learn micro finance and now I am more 
confident in working in the microfinance sector” Abrar Mansuri from 3rd batch working 
with SRIJAN, Chhindwara.  

 

For detail 

Contact: 

Centre for microFinance 

30, JaiJawan Colony II, Tonk Road, Durgapura, Jaipur-302018 

Phone- 141-2546037 

Email- mfdm@cmfraj.org, manoj@cmfraj.org Website www.cmfraj.org 
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